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many others. They ruled for a time and were superseded.
Even the Arab historians have not recorded them all.

The weakness of Arabia had exposed her to bold invaders,
and when a crusading knight attacked her it was Saladin,
a Kurd, and not the Prince of Mecca, who saved the Holy
Land of the Muslims. Renaud de Chatillon, Lord of Kerak
and Montreal, had conceived the plan of attacking Medina
for her treasure. Descending on Ailat, at the head of the
Gulf of Akaba, from his own castle at Kerak, in Transjordan,
he took it by surprise in the summer of 1182, and from the
ports on the Palestine coast immediately began bringing
over ships in pieces on camels, reassembling them on the
Arabian coast. His raids upon the pilgrim caravans had
already warned the Caliph of the danger to come, and his
Admiral, Loulou, was similarly assembling boats as fast as
he could on the Red Sea coast of Egypt. It was time that
he did so, for by January 1183 the Christian force had
landed at the port where the Romans had landed ten
centuries earlier, and was making for Medina. The army
was already within one day's march of it when the Muslims
attacked, defeating them. Three hundred knights were
killed or taken prisoner and the force utterly destroyed.
Renaud himself was away in the north, but he was killed
by order of Saladin when captured at the battle of Hattin
four years later. He was regarded as a personal and
unforgivable enemy by the Protector of Islam, and had
long been known to the Arabs as "the devil from the
West."

Arabia was no longer a goal for empires, and the Portu-
guese, when they came, took the island of Socotra and from
there diverted the Indian trade from the Persian and
Arabian seas to their own land by way of the Gape. This
was the end of Arab prosperity and the beginning of eco-
nomic chaos.

From then onward the Persian pilgrims going across
Arabia to Mecca seem nearly always to have been robbed
of most of their property by the predatory Bedouin or the
marauding lords of the oases. They used the Persian